
HAMDEN BOARD OF TRAFFIC AUTHORITY
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

MAY 11, 2011

Attending: Raeann Curtis, Reginald Higgins, Michael Iezzi, Judi Kozak Gerald 
Migliaro Police Chief Wydra, Deputy Chief Cappiello, Town Attorney 
Gruen

Call to Order/Roll Call     
Chairman Kozak called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m., with Ms. Curtis arriving at 7:40 
p.m.  

Approval of Minutes
Chairman Kozak entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of 
March 9, and  the Special Meeting of April 27, 2011.  Mr. Migliaro motioned to approve 
the minutes of the meetings, seconded by Mr. Higgins.  The motion carried  
unanimously.

Department Report
a. Review of department activity – Chie Wydra advised the Commission that they 

continue to work on the Traffic Calming and are looking for outside vendors to 
help complete some of the items in the Traffic Calming plan laid out in April by 
Mayor Jackson. 

b. Items of concern – none at this time.  
c. Review of site plans – Chairman Kozak inquired of the Chief if he has received 

any site plans for review.  He stated that he has received plans but for department 
review and recommendations only for traffic flow etc.  A brief discussion ensued 
in that this item continually is discussed, the Planning and Zoning Department has 
been requested to send site plans for review by the Commission but this has not 
happened.  Chairman Kozak will send another letter to P&Z requesting they 
please comply with continued request for this information.

Public Comments on Agenda Items 
Ms. Sarah Clark, 4032 Whitney Ave. addressed the Commission on her four page memo 
sent to the Commission dated April 28, 2011.  She provided the Commission with a 
petition requesting the reduction in speed limits on the portions of the roadway noted in 
her memo.  Mr. Gus Spohn, read an email from Abraham Parrish, Ms. Cynthia Civitello 
read a letter from Ms. Dorothy Baker (copies of which can be obtained upon request) 
stating all the same concerns as Ms. Clark and the memo submitted.
Ms. Swiatke-Kelley, Mr. Stolis, and Ms. Traester and again Ms. Clark reiterated the 
statements by the speaker and the memo submitted.
Mr. Javier Ferro, 30 Oak Ridge Dr. – Mr. Ferro would like a “Stop” sign installed on 
Hamden Hills Drive & Glen Ridge Road for safety reasons.  He notes that in order to exit 
on to Hamden Hills Drive you must pull almost into the intersection to see if it is clear to 
turn.  He notes the speed of the traffic and also the volume of traffic and is asking that the 
Commission please review this area and hopefully install a “Stop” sign.
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Ms. Meghan Hudson, 465 West Todd St., would like a “Stop” sign installed either at 
West Todd & Busher Lane or West Todd and Joyce Lane.  In her letter dated April 8, 
2011 she notes the speeding traffic, the peak hours and that there is an Elementary school 
in the area.  She feels that the “Stop” sign would hopefully slow traffic down.
  
New Business

a. Request for “No Parking” sign 50 Forest St. relocation – Chairman Kozak 
entertained a motion to replace the old sign.  Mr. Higgins motioned to replace the 
old sign, seconded by Mr. Iezzi.  Chief Wydra noted it was not only a request to 
replace the sign, but move the sign and the relocation is the reason for this item 
being on the agenda.  Chairman Kozak asked if the Chief agrees with the request 
and he does.  Mr. Higgins motioned to approve this request on the 
recommendation of the Police Chief, seconded by Mr. Iezzi.  The motion carried  
unanimously. 

b. Request for “Handicapped Parking Sign” 324 Goodrich St. – At this time Town 
Attorney Gruen provided the Commission with information on the process of 
request, discussion and decision on such signs from the Town of Bridgeport as a 
reference.  This summary is for their review by the Commission.  Chairman 
Kozak would like to forward this on to the Disabilities Commission for their 
input.  Mr. Iezzi motioned to have Ms. Gruen present this to the Disabilities 
Commission, seconded by Mr. Higgins.  The motioned carried unanimously.

c. Request “No Parking” sign 284 Helen St. – This item was mentioned at the end of 
the March 2011 meeting and Chairman Kozak advised the individual to submit a 
written request for the April 2011 meeting.  This written request was not received. 
Chairman Kozak entertained a motioned to table this for the June 16, 2011 
meeting.  Ms. Curtis motioned to table this item for the June 2011 meeting, 
seconded by Mr. Higgins.  The motion carried unanimously.

d. Request for “Stop” sign Hamden Hills Dr. & Glen Ridge Road - Chairman Kozak 
viewed the area in question and found the situation in need of help.  Chief Wydra 
noted that sometimes it is just a matter of being a sight line problem.  He does 
however want the Traffic Dept. to do a site visit and then make a 
recommendation.  Chairman Kozak inquired if the Chief would like this item 
tabled for the June 2011 meeting and he agreed. Attorney Gruen noted that if you 
go back and review the site plans they would find what was in the approvals at the 
time and what has changed since then and now when you asked to make these 
decisions.  Maybe the Commission should gather the information and review it, 
because when site plans are done engineering was done and now you are looking 
to amend something that was already approved based on all the professionals 
involved.  Chief Wydra stated that site plans are sent to him as the Police Chief 
and are addressed for safety and security, i.e. if is a new building, if there are 
changes to a building if there is any review requested.  Town Attorney Gruen 
noted that they are also to be sent to the Commission and the Police Chief agreed, 
but stated he is not the conduit for the Planning & Zoning Commission. 
Chairman Kozak asked the Town Attorney that “we as a body, can we ask for a 
site plan review”?  Attorney Gruen noted that letters have been sent requesting 
site plans.  Chairman Kozak is not asking for the site plans she is asking to review 
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the site plans.  Attorney Gruen inquired if Chairman Kozak is asking for a copy of 
the site plans for this development and the review of the plans.  Chairman Kozak 
will send a letter asking for a site plan review with comments from the Town 
Planner.  Mr. Migliaro motioned to table this item for the June 2011 meeting, 
seconded by Mr. Iezzi.  The motion carried unanimously.  

e. Request for “Stop” sign on West Todd St. & Busher Lane or Joyce Lane – Mr. 
Iezzi at this time asked for the Police Chief’s recommendation.  Police Chief 
noted this item was presented to the Commission on February 13, 2008.  Mr. 
Savarese the Town Engineer at the time indicated a “Stop” sign was not 
warranted, but Chief Wydra sees no reason to address the situation again at this 
time and the Commission agreed.  Chairman Kozak entertained a motioned to 
approve this pending the comments from the Traffic Dept.  Mr. Iezzi motioned to 
table this item regarding West Todd & Busher Lane or Joyce Lane until the Police 
Chief has the opportunity to do a field study with the Traffic Department and 
come back to the Commission with a recommendation so that the Commission 
can act on it appropriately at the June meeting, seconded  by Ms. Curtis.  The 
motion carried unanimously.

f. Request for reduction of speed limit on Whitney Ave. – Chairman Kozak noted 
the memo from Ms. Clark was beautifully written.  She noted that she drove up 
Whitney Ave. at 40 mph and found that it was nearly impossible to keep up with 
everyone and noted it seemed that she was annoying everyone else by traveling 
the posted speed limit.  She stated that as far as acting on this right now, she 
understands all the work that was put into the report and the amount of 
information is unbelievable she thinks the Commission is working with a very 
savvy group and good for the Commission and that they need to keep his report 
going but she sees nothing at this time that she wants to act on today.  She 
inquired if any of the Commissioners have any suggestions they can discuss it, but 
she would like to review it because she has a number of questions and maybe 
even meet about it.  Chairman Kozak inquired of the Chief if this is a state road 
and in fact it is.  The Chief noted that it is a state road and that the road is 
designed to accommodate a certain speed set by the guidelines. A study would 
have to be completed and submitted to the state for them to consider the request. 
The town would be responsible for the cost of the study.  After a brief discussion 
it was decided that this would be sent to the steering committee of which 
Chairman Kozak is a member for further consideration.  Mr. Higgins asked what 
the distance was for the portion of the road in questions and it is 4 miles.  He also 
inquired as to how many existing stop lights there are from the Rt. 40 connector to 
the Cheshire town line and it was stated that there were 3.  There are in fact 5, one 
at Whitney Ave. and Ives St., Whitney Ave. and Evergreen Ave., Whitney Ave. 
and Sherman Ave., and Whitney Ave. and Mt. Carmel Ave., and Whitney Ave. 
and Shepard Ave. and based on the 3 stated Mr. Higgins asked if there was the 
possibility of a 4th traffic light to help the problem.  Ms. Clark stated that she is 
not a traffic engineer but that the cost of a traffic light is very substantial but also 
noted that the speed limit on Deixwell Ave. is 35 and on other state roads as low 
as 30 mph and feels that the other towns have those things working for them.  Mr. 
Higgins was just pointing out that if the request to reduce the speed was denied 
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that possibly an additional traffic light may be the way to help reduce the speed. 
Attorney Gruen noted that the state is in the process of the signalization project 
and other changes so the state may not act on this as quickly as hoped.  Mr. 
Migliaro motioned to forward this information to the steering committee, 
seconded by Ms. Curtis.  The motion carried unanimously.

g.  Memorial Day Parade – Mr. Higgins motioned to approve the Police Chief’s 
recommendation for the Memorial Day Parade, seconded by Mr. Iezzi.  The 
motion carried unanimously.

h. Freddie Fixer Parade – Mr. Smith appeared for the purposes of providing a map 
of the parade route and will work with the Police Department for the necessary 
personnel needed for the parade.  Mr. Migliaro motioned to approve the parade 
with the agreement the Mr. Smith work with the Hamden Police Department, 
seconded by Mr. Higgins.  The motion carried unanimously.

Open Discussion – Commissioners/Department Heads 

Adjournment
At 8:25 p.m. Mr. Iezzi motioned to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Migliaro.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 

The next meeting will be Thursday, June 16th, 2011 in the Activity Room, Miller  
Library Complex 7:00 p.m.

Recorded by,

Catherine E. Gempka
Commission Clerk
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