
HAMDEN BOARD OF TRAFFIC AUTHORITY
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

SEPTEMBER 14, 2011

Attending: Raeann Curtis, Michael Iezzi, Judi Kozak, Police Chief Wydra, Deputy 
Chief Cappiello Town Attorney Gruen

Absent: Reginald Higgins, Gerald Migliaro

Call to Order/Roll Call     
Chairman Kozak called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m., Mr. Higgins and Mr. Migliaro 
not present for the meeting. 

Approval of Minutes
Chairman Kozak entertained a motion to approve the minutes of June 16, 2011, July 20, 
2011, August 4, 2011 and August 23, 2011.  Ms. Curtis motioned to approve the minutes 
of the meeting, seconded by Mr. Iezzi.  The motion carried unanimously.  S. Curtis 
motioned to approve the minute of the special meeting of July 20, 2011, seconded by Mr. 
Iezzi.  The motion carried unanimously.  Ms. Curtis motioned to approve the minute of 
the special meeting of August 4, 2011, seconded by Mr. Iezzi.  The motion carried  
unanimously.  Ms. Curtis motioned to approve the minutes of the special meeting of 
August 23, 2011, seconded by Mr. Iezzi.  The motion carried unanimously.

Department Report
a. Review of department activity – Chief Wydra advised the Commission that they 

are still working on road painting and posting signs in reference to the June 
meeting.   Helen St. School is in process.  Some of the problems are with the 
parents dropping students off and double parking next to the school buses.  This 
creates a danger for the students to have to maneuver between the cars, buses etc. 
Glen Ridge Road, Chief Wydra is still waiting to hear from the Town Planner. 
West Woods Road needs painting and this will be done.

b. Items of concern – nothing at this time.  
c. Review of site plans – 1890 Dixwell Ave.  It appears a liquor store that was 

previously at that address wishes to move back to the location from across the 
street.  After a review of the site plans the Commission has no comments on this 
matter. 

d. Correspondence – Chairman Kozak read aloud the letters pertaining to the items 
on the agenda under Old and New Business.  They are covered below.

Public Comments on Agenda Items 
Ms. Katie Velasquez, 80 Cherry Hill Road – Ms. Velasquez addressed the Commission 
regarding the speed of vehicles traveling on the street.  She has trouble entering and 
exiting her driveway.  She has contacted the Police Department a few times and they did 
put a speed-checker out but it has not relieved the problem.  She would like some help to 
stop the speeding cars and hopes the Commission can do something.
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Ms. Cindy Civitello, 61 Berkley Court – Ms. Civitello was surprised to find out that there 
were meetings in July and August when the schedule posted clearly states there are no 
meetings in July and August. (The letter to the Town Clerk states the following; * Please  
note the Hamden Board of Police Commission does not normally meet in the months  
of July and August.  The dates posted above are tentative should a meeting be needed  
during these months, however the tentatively scheduled dates did not work for the 
Commission members and the parties involved in the meetings, therefore the dates were 
adjusted accordingly.)
She pointed out that the item on the August 23, 2011 agenda, 4133 Whitney Ave. was of 
great interest to the West Woods Civic Association and if they had been aware of this 
meeting they could have come and addressed it.  She noted that the Planning and Zoning 
has since denied the request of the owner noting that the business is not a good one for 
the neighborhood.  Ms. Civitello also noted that her group would like to have been part of 
the discussion and decision regarding the closure of Whitney Ave., Mt. Carmel Ave. and 
Sherman Ave. for construction purposes and they were not happy with the decision that 
was made.

 
Old Business – Nothing at this time.

New Business
a. Cherry Hill Road speeding problem – Ms. Katie Velasquez – Chairman Kozak 

contacted the Public Works today and was informed that they had been out to 
the site and that it was now clear of blocked site lines.  Ms. Velasquez stated 
that as of today no work had been done.  Chairman Kozak asked Ms. 
Velasquez to check the area and let her know what she found.  Chief Wydra 
noted that enforcement is needed and also that this is an engineering issue.  He 
will conduct enforcement on a routine basis and will provide data at the next 
meeting.

b. Report on Route 22 (Ives St.) with recommendation of State Traffic 
Commission and Police Chief Wydra – The Commission reviewed the letter 
and asked Chief Wydra for his input.  Chief Wydra concurred with the 
findings of the State report.  At this time Ms. Civitello requested to see the 
document the Commission and Chief Wydra were addressing.  Ms. Civitello 
would like copies of documents in the packet be available for the West Woods 
Civic Association, which she is presently speaking for.  The question was 
raised to Chief Wydra if this document could be provided by his office and he 
stated he is overwhelmed as it is by the number of emails he is receiving and 
doesn’t feel this is his responsibility to provide this information.  A brief 
discussion ensued regarding the availability of documents and notice of 
meetings.  Ms. Civitello stating that other department in the town have email 
distribution list and would like the Traffic and Police to provide the same 
service.  Attorney Gruen advised all present that those sites are managed by 
employees of the town and that the clerk of these Commission’s is not an 
employee of the town.   Attorney Gruen advised the Chairman at this time that 
this matter is not a matter for discussion at a Commission meeting and she 
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would be in touch with her to discuss this further.  The recommendations are 
that the current 30” stop signs be replaced with 48” stop signs, that a stop 
ahead symbol warning sign on South New Road be installed.  That a crossroad 
warning sign be installed on westbound Rt. 22 and revise the location of the 
existing sign in the eastbound direction.  That Planning and Zoning to work 
with the property owners in the area to relocate fences currently causing sight 
line issues. Ms. Curtis motioned to approve the recommendations the Chief 
agrees with, seconded by Mr. Iezzi.  Chairman Kozak asked for discussion on 
the matter.  Ms. Curtis inquired if there was funding in the budget and Chief 
Wydra stated that there is and he noted that the 4th item should go to planning 
and Zoning.   The motion carried unanimously.

Open Discussion – Commissioners/Department Heads 

Adjournment
At 8:06 p.m. Mr. Iezzi motioned to adjourn, seconded by Ms. Curtis.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 

The next meeting will be Tuesday October 11, 2011 in the Town Attorney Conference  
Room, Lower Level Hamden Government Center 6:00 p.m.

Recorded by,

Catherine E. Gempka
Commission Clerk
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