
HAMDEN BOARD OF TRAFFIC AUTHORITY
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF 

JANUARY 11, 2012

Attending: Raeann Curtis, Michael Iezzi, Robert LaTorraca, Gerald Migliaro, 
Police Chief Wydra, Deputy Chief Cappiello Town Attorney Gruen

Ms. Curtis motioned to have Commissioner Iezzi as interim Chair, seconded by Mr. 
LaTrocca.  The motion carried unanimously.

Ms. Curtis motioned to add the election of officers to the agenda, seconded by Mr. 
LaTorraca.  The motion carried unanimously.
Mr. Iezzi called for a nomination for Chairman.  Ms. Curtis nominated a member of 
the Commission who is a leader, a pillar of the community has integrity and works 
continuously for the residents of Hamden, she is proud to nominate Michael Iezzi, 
Mr. LaTrocca seconded the nomination.  Mr. Iezzi called for any other nominations, 
any other nominations, any other nominations.  Mr. Migliaro motioned to close the 
nominations, seconded by Ms. Curtis.  The motions carried unanimously.
Ms. Curtis motioned to add nominations for Vic Chairman and Secretary of the 
Commission, seconded by Mr. LaTorraca. The motion carried unanimously.
Mr. Migliaro nominated Mr. LaTorraca who noted his resume is lager than Mr. 
Iezzi’s as Vice Chairman, seconded by Ms. Curtis.  Mr. Iezzi called for any other 
nominations, any other nominations, any other nominations.  Mr. Migliaro motioned 
to close the nominations, seconded by Ms. Curtis.  The motions carried  
unanimously.
Mr. Migliaro nominated Ms. Curtis as Secretary, seconded by Mr. LaTorraca.  Mr. 
Iezzi called for any other nominations, any other nominations, any other nominations. 
Mr. Migliaro motioned to close the nominations, seconded by Mt. LaTorracca.  The 
motions carried unanimously.

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 6:18 p.m.  The late start is due to the 
clerk arriving late with apologies to the Commission members, Town officials present 
and the public in attendance.

Approval of Minutes
Chairman Iezzi entertained a motion to approve the minutes of November 19, 2011 
meeting.  Mr. Migliaro motioned to approve the minutes of November 9, 2011, 
seconded by Ms. Curtis.  The motion carried unanimously.

Department Report
a. Review of department activity – no reports at this time.
b. Items of concern – Chief Wydra noted that the department is still understaffed  
c. Review of site plans –

a) 2895 State St., security review – after a brief discussion this item is tabled for 
the February 8, 2012 meeting.
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b) 42 Crestway, change in ownership, used sales and repairs – no comments or 
recommendations on this item.

c) 135-145 Sanford St., 33 unit apartment complex – Ms. Leslie Creane the 
Town Planner was present and advised the Commission that there are no 
unusual situations regarding this plan.  A traffic study was concluded and 
there will be fewer than normal car traffic.  She noted that even though this is 
not a multi family housing area the P&Z has approved the project.  Chief 
Wydra stated he supports the project.

d) 295 Treadwell St., proposed Day Care – no comments or recommendations 
on this item.

e) 2475 Whitney Ave., retention of curb cut and other site changes – After a 
brief discussion the Commission has decided to table this item for the 
February 8, 2012 meeting

Public Comments on Agenda Items 
Ms. Cynthia Civitello, 61 Berkley Ct.  – Ms. Civitello questioned the review of site 
plans.  She stated that a number of these items were already discussed and decided on 
by the Planning and Zoning Commissions and questioned why these items were not 
provided to the Commission prior to the P&Z meetings.  She feels something has to 
be done to get this information to the Commission prior to the meetings and not after 
the fact.  Chief Wydra noted that Ms. Civitello needs to address this to the Planning 
and Zoning Department.  Chief Wydra receives the information and passes it on to 
the Commission for their next meeting and has noted that some of the response dates 
are well before the Commission meetings.  Attorney Gruen noted at this point Ms. 
Creane had left the meeting and was not present to address this issue.  Ms. Gruen also 
noted that there could possibly be as much as a months delay on some of the 
applications therefore a change to the current process needs to be made.  Mr. Iezzi 
noted that the Commission has no decision making powers only to recommend, 
suggest or possibly question some of the information presented to them.  Chief Wydra 
noted that a letter be sent to the P&Z Commission to attend the next Traffic Authority 
meeting to address the problem. Ms. Curtis motioned to send a letter to the P&Z 
Commission Chairman and the P&Z Board of Appeals and the Town Planner asking 
them to attend the next Traffic Authority meeting, February 8, 2012, sending a copy 
to each noted department, seconded by Mr. LaTorraca.  The motion carried  
unanimously.

Dorothy Baker, 385 River Road – Ms. Baker is here to address item d under New 
Business – Tuttle Bridge construction.  Ms. Baker noted the increasing speeding on River 
Road and would like to see some traffic control.  This road is used as a cut through and 
when the construction starts she feels the number of vehicles will increase as well as the 
speed.  Mr. Brinton, Town Engineer will address this under the New Business item.
Mr. Michael Donohue, 230 Washington Ave. – Mr. Donohue is here to address a letter 
sent by his wife Gail Donohue dated November 8, 2012.  The Donohue’s are looking for 
help with the intersection of Washington Ave and Whitney Ave.  This intersection has a 
small triangle that had a sign indicating no turn into the area and they would like to have 
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this sign reinstalled.  There have been a few possible accidents but thanks to the 
awareness of the drivers they were avoided.
Mr. Carl Porto, Parrett, Porto, Parese & Cowell, 2319 Whitney Ave. – Mr. Porto is here 
to address his letter of November 23, 2011.  Mr. Porto’s letter addressed the traffic light 
on Skiff St., which was installed to allow those individuals using the Farmington Canal 
“Rails to Trails” to cross over Skiff St. safely. An underground passage was recently 
constructed and he would like traffic light at that location moved.  His client Hamden 
Hall Country Day school who owns the Beckerman Athletic Center located at 225 Skiff 
St. a short distance from the current placement of the traffic light would like the traffic 
light moved to the 225 Skiff St. location allowing safe entry and exit from the Athletic 
Center.  At the present time both Hamden Hall Country Day School and Lee Partyka 
Chevrolet across from the Athletic Center feel the moving of the traffic light would better 
serve those using both facilities to enter and exit safely.  Attorney Gruen noted that the 
construction created temporary removal of the traffic light and reinstallation at the 
completing of the construction project and that this falls under State jurisdiction. 
Attorney Gruen also noted the extensive cost to take down and reinstall a light and that 
again it requires state authorization.
Mr. Lee Partyka, Lee Partyka Chevrolet, 200 Skiff St. – Mr. Partyka supports the 
moving of the traffic light.  He noted the speed of the vehicles traveling along Skiff St. 
has doubles and with both the Athletic Center and ACES (Area Community Education 
Services) for children with special needs not only using the driveways to their respective 
sites the traffic light would help slow down the traffic and the long wait to exit period at 
these locations.
Ms. Sara Clark, 4032 Whitney Ave. – Ms. Clark would like to highlight the importance 
of protecting people on the items discussed.

New Business
a. Cherry Ann St. – “No Parking” signs – Mr. Brinton provided information and 

photos of the street noting that it was recently paved and curbs put in but that 
residents are parking half in the street and half on the sidewalk.  He feels that a 
“No Parking” restriction on the North side of the street would solve the problem. 
Chief Wydra supports the recommendation of Mr. Brinton.  Mr. Migliaro 
motioned to install “No Parking” signs on the North side of the street, seconded 
by Mr. LaTorraca.  The motion carried unanimously.

b. Rochford Ave. speeding problem – Chief Wyda stated that the residents would 
like the Commission to consider speed bumps.  The Chief feels this item should 
be forwarded on to the Mayor’s Steering Committee for review and possible 
action.  Mr. Migliaro noted he uses this road often and has not noticed a speeding 
problem.  Ms. Curtis motioned to send this item to the Mayor for review and/or 
action by the Steering Committee, seconded by Mr. Migliaro.  The motion 
carried unanimously.

c. Review of “Requesting Handicapped Parking on Public Streets in Residential 
Neighborhoods” packet – Ms. Curtis motioned to table this item for the February 
8, 2012 meeting to give the Commission members the opportunity to review the 
information provided to them, seconded by Mr. Migliaro.  The motion carried  
unanimously.
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d. Temporary Road Closure & Detour Plan, Replacement of Tuttle Ave. Bridges 
over Mill River – Mr. Brinton provided drawings and other information to the 
Commission.  The road needs to be closed during the construction because it is 
too narrow, River Road would be open to local traffic.  Chief Wydra noted that 
alternatives researched resulted in no alternative.  Chairman Iezzi inquired about 
the time period or the project.  Mr. Briton stated that they would like to start 
construction in April.  They are waiting for bids for the project and if they don’t 
get them in time the project will have to wait for Spring 2013.  Ms. Curtis 
motioned to approve the project and possibly get the project started by April 
2012, seconded by Mr. LaTorraca.  The motion carried unanimously.

e. Request for directional signs at Whitney Ave. and Washington Ave. – Chief 
Wydra he stated that he wasn’t sure if the paint faded on the street or the sign 
came down and agrees there was and should be proper signage.  The Chief would 
like to have the Traffic Engineer review the site and come to the February 8, 2012 
meeting with his findings.  Mr. LaTorraca motioned to table this item for the 
February 8, 2012 meeting, seconded by Mr. Migliaro.  The motion carried  
unanimously.

f. Request for town to consider overpass or underpass at Dixwell Ave. and Connolly 
Parkway – Chief Wydra noted that the area is safe and don’t understand  why the 
resident has made this request.  Attorney Gruen state that this is a State road and 
that the resident should be addressing this to them.  Ms. Curtis motioned to have 
the Clerk send a letter to the resident advising that they contact the State of 
Connecticut, Department of Transportation, seconded by Mr. LaTorraca.  The 
motion carried unanimously.

g. Request for consideration of relocation of traffic light at Farmington Canal 
crossing on Skiff St. to entrance to Hamden Hall Beckerman Athletic Center – a 
brief discussion ensued under “Public comments on agenda items.”  It is agreed 
by all parties that safety is the first concern.  The information regarding this traffic 
light will have to be provided by Mr. Dan Kops, Asst. Town Planner.  Chief 
Wydra noted that a traffic study would have to be completed and where would the 
funding come from. Chief Wydra asked Mr. Porto if he represented Hamden Hall 
at the time the Beckerman Athletic Center was presented to the town.  He stated 
that yes and that he has represented Hamden Hall for 30 years and that when his 
office did the work for the Beckerman Athletic Center he believes a traffic study 
was done and he will provide that information to the Chief.  Attorney Gruen noted 
that there were liability problems and/or questions regarding the light in the recent 
past.  Mr. Migliaro motioned to have the clerk send a letter to Mr. Kops and that 
this item is tabled for the February 8, 2012 meeting, seconded by Ms. Curtis.  The 
motion carried unanimously.

h. Request for Handicapped Parking sign 60 Gorham Ave. – Ms. Curtis motioned to 
table this item for the February 8, 2012 meeting to give the Commissioner’s the 
opportunity to review the packet noted in item c of New Business in order to 
make a decision on this request, seconded by Mr. LaTorraca.  The motion carried  
unanimously. 
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Adjournment
At 7:10 p.m. Ms. Curtis motioned to adjourn, seconded by Mr. LaTorraca.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 

The next meeting will be Wednesday February 8, 2012 in the Activity Room at the  
Miller Library Complex  6:00 p.m.

Recorded by,

Catherine E. Gempka
Commission Clerk
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