
HAMDEN BOARD OF TRAFFIC AUTHORITY
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF 

FEBRUARY 8, 2012

Attending: Raeann Curtis, Michael Iezzi, Robert LaTorraca, Gerald Migliaro, 
Police Chief Wydra, Deputy Chief Cappiello Town Attorney Gruen

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 6:06 p.m.  

Approval of Minutes
Chairman Iezzi entertained a motion to approve the minutes of January 11, 2012 
meeting.  Mr. LaTorraca motioned to approve the minutes of January 11, 2012, 
seconded by Mr. Migliaro.  The motion carried unanimously.

Department Report
a. Review of department activity – Chief Wydra reported that the work at Whitney 

Ave. and West Woods is almost complete.  Ms. Curtis inquired if the area will be 
leveled and grass planted.  Chief Wydra has no information on that but will 
inquire and advise.

b. Items of concern – Nothing at this time.  
c. Review of site plans – None at this time.

Public Comments on Agenda Items 
Ms. Michael Horn, 67 Ridge Road – Mr. Horn is here regarding the intersection of 
Park and Ridge Roads.  He has some suggestions that may help with the current 
problem of speeding vehicles and failure to obey the stop sign by the vehicles 
traveling on Park Road and entering Ridge Road.  He suggests a sign indicating that 
the oncoming traffic does not stop and possible dashes in the double yellow line.  He 
noted that a street sign has been down for at least 6 months and would like it to be 
straightened.  He did note the chevrons that were place a couple of years ago but the 
traffic is increasingly faster and not paying attention to the signs.  
Ms. Maureen Redente, 87 Ridge Road - Ms. Redente is the resident who brought this 
to the attention of the Traffic Authority.  She also stated that the traffic ignores the 
signs and is very concerned about the safety of the children in the area.  A recent 
incident in November happened just after a child had been in the area with the vehicle 
hit the tree in front of her home.  The vehicles are traveling at 40 – 50 miles an hour 
and she would like something to be done to help stop the speeding.

Old Business
a. Review of “Requesting Handicapped Parking on Public Streets in Residential 

Neighborhoods” packet – After a brief discussion it was decided  that there is a 
need for a formalized process for the Town.  Chairman Iezzi request that this be 
on a future agenda.  Mr. Migliaro inquired if this would have to go before the 
Legislative Council and was advised only if a fee is involved.   Mr. Migliaro 
motioned to table this item for the March 14, 2012 meeting to give the 

1



Commission members additional time to review the information provided to 
them, seconded by Ms. Curtis.  The motion carried unanimously.

b. Request for directional signs at Whitney Ave. and Washington Ave. – Chief 
Wydra reviewed the area and stated there is a problem.  He provided a diagram 
with signs to be posted showing the proper directions for the area and 
recommends the Commission approve them.  After a brief discussion Ms. Curtis 
motioned to approve the recommendations of the Police Chief for installing the 
proper signs, seconded by Mr. Migliaro.  The motion carried unanimously.

c. Request for consideration of relocation of traffic light at Farmington Canal 
crossing on Skiff St. to the entrance to Hamden Hall Beckerman Athletic Center – 
Mr. Dan Kops is present to review his memo to the Commission dated February 
2, 2012.  He noted that at the time of construction of the Beckerman Athletic 
Center a traffic study was not required.  In 2007 a proposed shopping area was 
before the Planning and Zoning which would require a traffic light which would 
than result in the crossing light being removed.  It was explained by Attorney 
Gruen that there is a difference in technology for a pedestrian light and a traffic 
light.  The current light reengineering may not be possible the mast arm would not 
work at the Beckerman Athletic Center site.  A new process would have to be 
started for a traffic light.  Attorney Carl Porto who represents Hamden Hall noted 
that since the original plans for the Beckerman Athletic Center were created the 
circumstances have changed.  The site started out very differently than what is 
presently there and he notes again as he did at the previous meeting that the flow 
of children and parents and their safety is his biggest concern.  He suggests the 
present light should be moved or taken down.  A brief discussion ensued noting 
that there would be cost involved in a traffic light and who would be responsible 
for various phases of the research, i.e. traffic study, engineering etc. It is agreed 
by the Commission that further research and discussion is required to go forth 
with any plan for this.  Ms. Curtis motioned to table this item for future meetings, 
seconded by Mr. Migliaro.  The motion carried unanimously.

d.  Request for Handicapped Parking sign 60 Gorham Ave. – Mr. Migliaro motioned 
to table this item for a future meeting to allow further discussion for creating a 
process for requests and/or approval from the Commission for handicapped signs, 
seconded by Ms. Curtis.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Open Discussion – Commission/Department Heads
Chief Wydra advised the Commission that the department now has three new speed 
monitors and that they have been installed in various spots in town.  The monitors are 
smaller and can be mounted on a stationary sign already in place.  Chairman Iezzi stated 
that he did see the monitor at one of the locations and hopes they do make drivers realize 
how fast they are going.
Chief Wydra received a request from the Yale Bulldog Cycling Club for their fourth year 
of holding the race.  He recommends that the Commission approve the race.  He noted 
that the race has been successful each year and he doesn’t see any problems with it.  Ms. 
Curtis motioned to approve the race set for April 7, 2012, seconded by Mr. Migliaro. 
The motion carried unanimously. 
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Adjournment
At 6:50 p.m. Mr. LaTorraca motioned to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Migliaro.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 

The next meeting will be Wednesday March 14, 2012 in the Activity Room at the Miller  
Library Complex  6:00 p.m.

Recorded by,

Catherine E. Gempka
Commission Clerk
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