HAMDEN BOARD OF TRAFFIC AUTHORITY
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF
MAY 14, 2014

Attending:  Raeann Curtis, Michael lezzi (by phone), Robert LaTorraca, Betty
Murray, Mitchell Strickland, Police Chief Wydra, Deputy Chief Cappiello,
Town Attorney Sue Gruen

Call to Order
Vice Chairman LaTorraca called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

1 Approval of Minutes

Vice Chairman LaTorraca entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of
April 9, 2014. Mr. Strickland motioned to approve the minutes of April 9, 2014,
seconded by Mr. lezzi. The motion carried unanimously.

2 Public Petition/Commentary

Mr. Philip Tiso, 165 Thornton St —Mr. Tiso referred to his letter to Chief Wydra dated
May 7, 2014 in which he notes his concerns. He noted that there have only been two
accidents that he recalls. He stated that his intersection was not in the Traffic Calming
report thus didn’t understand why all the signs. He and all his neighbors are concerned
about speeding and it was stated that this was done to slow down traffic but in actuality it
hasn’t had that effect. He also noted that Chief Wydra submitted documents from
residents “supporting” this request but no comments “not supporting” the request and
questions why only comments in “support” are on the record. He feels there are other
methods that should be researched and brought to the community before being
implemented

Ms. Marsh Walsh, 680 Hartford Tpke. — Ms. Walsh is the president of the Spring Glen
Civic Association. She noted that traffic is a concern not only in Spring Glen but all over
Hamden. The lesson learned is that not to just adopt a plan and implemented it but
address it with the residents it impacts. She noted an existing video showing drivers not
stopping as hoped. She is asking the Commission to rescind the decision of April 9, 2014
and to move forward in creating a better plan. She thanked Chief Wydra for his time and
for coming to the meetings with the residents.

Ms. Mira Debs, 64 Wakefield St. — Ms. Debs is one of the residents who wanted the
signs and feels they are working. As like the other residents she feels a review of the
decision and possibly another method in the best interest of all can be reached.

Ms. Evelyn Cumberbatch, 147 Thornton St. - Ms. Cumberbatch is requesting more
involvement in the future decisions of the neighborhood. She feels there is a difference
between Thornton and Bedford and Thornton and Wakefield. She has young children
and fears for their safety like all the other neighbors.

Mr. Eric Annis, 200 Thornton St. — Mr. Annis is the District Councilman and apologizes
to the neighbors for not communicating more with them for input. There is a strong
support for calming and is glad that the residents and the Chief are interested in looking
at other methods that are appropriate for the area.



At this time Ms. Curtis motioned to move item number 4.2 in front of the other items on
the agenda before it so action can be taken on it, seconded by Mr. Strickland. The motion
carried unanimously.

4.2 Chief Wydra recommends line painting, sold white lines and double yellow lines,
slow painted in the street and three painted crosswalks and feels this will calm traffic and
that all this is a short term solution.

Mr. Strickland motioned to table this item for the June 11, 2014 meeting to give the
Commissioner’s more time to visit the area and review the plan submitted by Chief
Wydra, seconded by Ms. Curtis. The motion carried unanimously.

Ms. Barbara Callan, 71 Augur St. — Ms. Callan is concerned with the traffic on Augur
St. and wanting to keep parking on the south side of the street. The “Stop” sign at Augur
and Carlton is virtually ignored by vehicles. They roll up to the sign and continue
without any regard to possible oncoming traffic to the left or right of their vehicles. She
appreciates any help in this matter.

3 Communications

3.1.1 Site plan #14-1489/WS, Roof-top Wireless Telecommunications Facility T 1732
Dixwell Ave. — After a review no action needs to be taken on this item

3.1.2 Special permit & Site plan #12-1207 Application to amend 1315 Dixwell Ave. -
Mr. David Sacco presented information regarding this application. The current daycare
center would like to increase the enrollment from 133 children to 224 children. They will
be using the existing vacant space and feels there is enough parking to accommodate the
number of students.

Chief Wydra reviewed the report provided and he is concerned about the number of
vehicles and possible traffic problems when entering and exiting the property.

Attorney Gruen noted there are other businesses in the complex and if they decide to
expand or change they will need the parking spots currently not in use. Also Turning left
onto Dixwell Ave. is a challenge in itself.

Chief Wydra also noted that with the closing of the Stop and Shop new businesses will be
coming into the area.

Ms. Murray is very concerned, she lives in the area and uses the parking lot in question
and turning left out of the driveway is dangerous as it is.

Ms. Curtis inquired about how many cars presently park in the lot — the response was
maybe a dozen or 20.

Mr. Steve Ulman reviewed the traffic flow information provided to the Commission
noting that with creating a right and left turn lane out of the driveway there will be
sufficient time for the traffic to turn left onto Dixwell Ave.

Mr. Paul Harmon addressed the Commission advising them that all 224 clients will not
be arriving and leaving at the same time. The drop offs’ start at 6:30 a.m. and continue in
intervals until approximately 9:30 a.m. The afternoon is the same procedure; pickups
start at approximately 4:00 — 4:30 p.m. and continue until approximately 6:30 p.m. He
also noted that they will only have approximately 20 children graduating this year and
should the numbers increase they would move the event to a more suitable location.

Mr. Kops from Planning and Zoning noted that the parking is not the issue but the
increase in volume of traffic.



Ms. Curtis motioned that a letter to Planning and Zoning be drafted and sent for review to
the Chairman indicating an unfavorable recommendation for the plan as submitted #12-
1207 Harmony Kids Connecticut, LLC, seconded by Mr. Strickland. The motion carried
unanimousliy.

3.1.3 Special permit & Site plan #14-1236/WS, Elm City Management, 19 Mame St.
(rear) (aka 41 Marne St.). — No action need be taken on the request.

3.1.4 Special permit & Site plan #14-1235, Wayfaring Ministries, 29 Marne St. (rear)
(aka 41 Marne St.). — No action need be taken on the request.

3.1.5 Zoning map amendment #14-942, Tamberlain Harris, 1247 Whitney Ave. aka 1253
Whitney Ave.) — No action need be taken on this request.

3.1.6 Written Communication from Thornton Street residents regarding recently installed
“Stop” signs. — The Commission approved a plan with the best interest of the residents, it
was implemented and the response from the residents was a strong negative to the plan.
At this time Chief Wydra is recommending the original approval be rescinded and all
actions at Thornton and Bedford, “Stop” signs and “No Parking” signs be removed and a
different plan be reviewed. Please see item 4.2 all actions on this item are tabled.

4. NEW BUSINESS

4,1  Request for road closure at the intersect of Dixwell Ave and Morse St - 5nd
Annual Freddie Fixer Parade May 18, 2014 at 1:30 p.m. - — Chief Wydra noted that this
is an annual event that Mr. Smith organizes each year and works with the Police
Department for their participation. Ms. Murray motioned to approve the request for the
Freddie Fixer Parade to be held on May 18, 2014, seconded by Ms. Curtis. The motion
carried unanimously.

4.2  Thornton Street — “Stop” signs and request from Chief Thomas J. Wydra —~Chief
Wydra reviewed the decision of the Commission of April 9, 2014 and states that the
changes requested were in the best interest of the residents. It turns out the
implementation of the request have had a negative impact on the residents. Chief Wydra
attended a meeting of the Spring Glen Civic Association on April 30, 2014 at which time
the residents voiced their strong opposition to the changes. Chief Wydra is
recommending an appeal of the decision and has new information and a design for the
area. Mr. Strickland motioned to table this item for the June 11, 2014 meeting to give the
Commissioner’s more time to visit the area and review the plan submitted by Chief
Wydra, seconded by Ms. Curtis. The motion carried unanimously.

43  Request “No Parking” sign 28 Gorham Ave. — Mr. Robert Cappella the new
owner of the auto shop at the location is looking for the sign because vehicles currently
parking in the spot are creating a “blind spot” and it is dangerous. Attorney Gruen
questioned the P&Z requirement from when the business was approved and just wants to
be sure that the zoning doesn’t allow the sign. Ms. Curtis motioned to approve the
installing of a “No Parking” sign based on the Chief checking with P&Z to be sure it is
oaky for the sign, seconded by Mr. Strickland. The motion carried unanimously.

4.4  Traffic safety concerns aqt6 Augur Street and Carlton Street — After a brief
discussion Chief Wydra proposes spot enforcement at Augur and Carlton, a speed
compliance sign and vehicle data. Based on the information gathered Chief Wydra will
bring the information to the Commission for the June 20141 Meeting.



4.5 Request major amendment to special permit — expansion of Harmony Kids Day
Care Center at 1315 Dixwell Ave. — Please see page two Communications.

4.6  Request authorization letter — Don’s Hat Rack 10" Annual Motorcycle Rally,
June 1, 2014for approval — Chief strongly recommends the approval of this request

Mr. Strickland motioned to approve the Don’s Hat Rack 10" Annual Motorcycle Rally,
June 1, 2014, seconded by Ms. Curtis. The motion carried unanimously.

4.7  Request to add Hamden Road Race 5K and 1K Kids Fun Run 2014, seconded by
Ms. Murray. The motion carried unanimously.

Chief Wydra recommends approval of the request. The organizer has held a
number of races the last few years and coordinates with the Police Department for
services needed. Mr. Strickland motioned to approve the Hamden Road Race 5K and 1K
Kids Fun Run 2014, seconded by Ms. Murray. The motion carried unanimousiy.

5 OLD BUSINESS

5.1 Rocky Top Road traffic flow issues — Chief Wydra advised the Commission he
wasn’t able to get all the information ready for the meeting and would like this to appear
on the June 2014 agenda. Ms, Curtis motioned to table the item for the June 11,2014
meeting, seconded by Mr. Strickland. The motion carried unanimously.

6 OPEN DISCUSSION - Chief Wydra noted that the Commission will be receiving a
communication regarding Wilmont & Woodin. Ms. Curtis inquired as to when they
would receive the information and Chief Wydra responded that as soon as he receives it
from Mayor Jackson he will forward it on immediately.

7 ADJOURNMENT
At 7:32 p.m. Mr. Strickland motioned to adjourn, seconded by Ms. Curtis. The motion
carried unanimously.

The next meeting will be Wednesday June 11, 2014 in the Activity Room at the Miller
Library Complex 6:00 p.m,

Recorded by,
0 Mo & Wn

Catherine E. Gempka
Commission Clerk



HAMDHKN
POLICE DEPARTMENT

2900 Dixwell Avenue « Hamden » CT 06518
Telephone (203) 230-4000 o Fax (203) 288-4876
www_hamdenpd.com

Thomas J. Wydra
Chief of Police

May 30, 2014

Aurora Grant
50 Cherry Ann Street
Hamden, CT 06518

Dear Ms. Grant:

| received your letter on May 30, 2014 in which you outline a request for a
handicapped parking sign to be installed in front of your apartment at 50 Cherry
Ann Street.

Enclosed is the necessary form regarding a handicap sign request. Please
submit your form to the Office of Chief of Police, Hamden Police Department,
2900 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, CT 06518.

The next scheduled meeting of the Hamden Traffic Authority is June 11, 2014. |
recommend that you attend so that you may engage in the government process
firsthand. Furthermore, | recommend that you have any handicapped permit
information available in case the Traffic Authority needs to review it.

Please feel free to contact me in the future if | can provide you with any further
assistance.

Thomas J. W%i%
Chief of Police
/sa

CC: Hamden Traffic Authority

Enclosure



5/29/2014

Aurora Grant
50 Cherry Ann Street
Hamden, CT 06514

Hamden Police Department
Chief of Police Thomas Wydra
2900 Dixwell Avenue
Hamden, CT 06518

Dear Chief Wydra;

surgeries on her ankle and a replacement which has now brought about a tumor. T have
Psoriatic Arthritis along with an age factor.

of the street,

We are both still trying to be working productive citizens, but it gets hard when we come home
tired and hurting and have to walk a distance to our apartment.

Please allow at least one handicapped parking space,
The house is owned by my daughter-in-law and she is willing to give written consent if needed,

Thanking you in advance for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

%W\, c-.)é
Aurora Gran

50 Cherry Ann Street

Hamden, CT 06514



HAMDEN
POLICE DEPARTMENT

2900 Dixwell Avenue « Hamden » CT 06518
Telephone (203) 2304000 « Fax (203) 288-4876
www.hamdenpd.com

Thomas J, Wydra
Chief of Police

May 30, 2014

Lori L. Bogue
15 Duane Road
Hamden, CT 06518

Dear Ms. Bogue:

| received your citizen service request on May 28, 2014 in which you outline a
request for a handicapped parking sign to be installed in front of 15 Duane Road.

Enclosed is the necessary form regarding a handicap sign request. Please
submit your form to the Office of Chief of Police, Hamden Police Department,
2900 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, CT 06518.

The next scheduled meeting of the Hamden Traffic Authority is June 11, 2014, |
recommend that you attend so that you may engage in the government process
firsthand. Furthermore, | recommend that you have any handicapped permit
information available in case the Traffic Authority needs to review it.

Please feel free to contact me in the future if | can provide you with any further
assistance.

Sincerely, w%mA
Thomas J. Z\/ydra

Chief of Police

/sa

CC: Hamden Traffic Authority

Enclosure



Thomas Wydra

From: Chris Marchand <CMarchand@Hamden.com>

Sent: Wednesday, May 28, 2014 11:14

To: Thomas Wydra; Ted Braza

Subject: FW: A new Service Request has been created [Request iD #18349] (American Disabilities

Act) (http://iwww. hamden.com/qalert)

Tom/Ted,
Can you respond to this please or let me know how to respond ?

Thanks

From: help@Hamden.com [mailto:help@Hamden.com]

Sent: Wednesday, May 28, 2014 11:06 AM

To: Chris Marchand

Subject: A new Service Request has been created [Request ID #18349] (American Disabilities Act)
(http:/fwww.hamden.com/qalert)

Your Citizen Service Request Details

A new service request ID#: 18349 has been filed.
The service request details appears below:

Service Request Detail:

ID#: 18349

Date: 5/28/2014 11:03 AM

Type: American Disabilities Act

Address; 15 DUANE ROAD, Hamden

Comments: I would like to request a handicap spot in front of my house. I hold all credentials as a handicap person.

Also the street in front of my house and next door is starting to sink causing holes that seem to go down about 2-3 inches,
making it unsafe.

o  Date\Time: 5/28/2014 10:06 AM
*  Origin: Website

Submitter Info:

bogue, lori |

15 Duane Road
Hamden, CT
203-583-9836

Click here to log in and view this request.



HAMDEN
POLICE DEPARTMENT

2900 Dixwell Avenue » Hamden » CT 06518
Telephone (203) 230-4000 « Fax (203) 288-4876
www .hamdenpd.com

Thomas J. Wydrn
Chief of Palice

June 6, 2014

Michael R. lezzi
Chairman

Hamden Traffic Authority
Town of Hamden

2750 Dixwell Avenue
Hamden, CT 06518

Dear Commissioner lezzi:

Please consider this correspondence to serve as my official recommendation for the
Traffic Authority to approve the block party request that was submitted by Ms. Ramona
Barnett of Carroll Road, Hamden, CT to my office on June 4, 2014. The requested date
for the block party is July 16" or the 26™. Carroll Road intersects with Leo Road and
Smith Drive, and should be considered for approval as long as the following conditions
are satisfied:

¢ The road must remain passible for emergency vehicle access
¢ Any objects or materials placed in the roadway must be readily moveable
e The road should be free of debris and/or litter at the conclusion of the event

If approved, the Traffic Department will position wooden traffic barricades at opposite
ends of Carroll Road on the afternoon of the day preceding the block party event. As |
stated in the past, | applaud neighborhoods for engaging in this type of community
event.

HRomAGMIA

Thomas J. Wydra
Chief of Police &
Legal Traffic Agent

/sa



Soraya Antonini

m

From: Ramona Barnett <rbarnett1301@att.net>
Sent: Wednesday, June 04, 2014 10:29

To: Soraya Antonini

Subject: Carroll Rd block party

Good morning Soraya,

This letter comes as a request to please add to the meeting agenda our request to have Carroll Road
blocked off on July 19th or July 26th. | have spoken to most of the residence on the street and have
sent a notice to every member of the street informing them of our plans. We are all in agreement and
excited about the party. We plan to have only the people that live on Carroll Road. If the public needs
to get to the streets that intersect with Carroll Road, there is access in alternate routes.

We greatly appreciate any help you can afford us. Thank you and enjoy your day.

Sincerely,
Ramona Barnett



KECELVED ©5/21/2014 12:08 2032884876 HPD-CHIEFS OFFICE
May. 21. 2014 12:07P4 No. 1166 7. 1

STATE OF CONNECTICUT o

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION {7 3
DISTRICTID
140 Pond Lily Avenue
New Haven, Conneclicut 06515
Phone:
BIGHWAY USE PERMIT
May 21, 2014
Chief Thomas J. Wydra
Police Department
Hamden Government Center
2900 Dixwell Avenue
Hamden, CT 08518 . -

Dear Mr. Wydra:

Subject: Special Events Request
Memorial Day Parade
Monday, May 26, 2014
Hamden

Pursuant to Section 14-298-262 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencics, this permit is issued to the Town
of Hamden for the use of certain state highways for the above-noted subject.

The State Highways to be used will include: Route 10 between Connolly Parkway to Old Dixwell Avenue,
If needed, traffic may be detoured along these or other roads: Other local roads

It is required that a traffic plan and/or procedure which will be implemented for the safety of the partlcipants and to
guide through traffic, shall have the approval of the Legal Traffic Authority for the Town of Hamden. Also, the
utilization of signs, pavement markings, and other items placed in the highway tight-of-way and the signing for
detour routes shall be reviewed for approprlateness by the Department of Transportation, District I Maintenance
Office, at 140 Pond Lily Avenue, New Haven, Connecticut 06515, For this approval please contact Mr. Ernest
Lagoja, District 3 Traffic Engineer, (203) 389-3026.

Additionally, if traffic control signals on Statc Highways are to be placed in the flashing mode, the Department of
Transportation’s Highway Operations Unit should be notified at leas twenty-four hours prior to the oction by calling
(860) 594.3447.

Paal Folbmes

7= Jack W. Yeomans
Transportation Maintenance Director



POLICE DEPARTMENT &

Telephone (203) 230-4000 « Fax (203) 288-4876 AL
www.hamdenpd.com <

Thomas J. Wydra
Chief of Police

May 15, 2014

Jack W. Yeomans, Transportation Maintenance Director
State of Connecticut

Department of Transportation, District Il

140 Pond Lily Avenue

New Haven, CT 06525-0111

Aftention: Zoraida Ramos
Re: Memorial Day Parade
Dear Mr. Yeomans:

| am writing to officially request that a Special Events Permit be issued by the State of
Connecticut Department of Transportation authorizing the annual Hamden Memorial Day
Parade scheduled to be held on Monday, May 26, 2014 between the hours of 10:00 a.m.
and 12:00 p.m. in the Town of Hamden. The parade route is on Dixwell Avenue (Route
10 between the intersections of Connolly Parkway and Old Dixwell Avenue.

The Town of Hamden has held the Memorial Day Parade on this route for more than
forty (42) years without incident. | can assure you that the necessary barricades and
detours will be utilized for the parade to be safely executed. The Hamden Police
Department will provide appropriate police protection on the parade route and the
Hamden Public Works Department will ensure that the route is cleaned up and free of
any litter at the conclusion of the parade. Attached for your review is a map showing
detailed route of the parade.

Thank you for your attention to this matter and please feel free to contact me at (203)
230-4015 with any questions.

_I 2 SincereW

Thomas/J. Wydra
Chief of Police

/sa

Cc: Mayor Scott D. Jackson
Public Works Department
Hamden Traffic Authority

Attachment

HAMDEN N

2900 Dixwell Avenue » Hamden « CT 06518 5 ° AR



HAMDEN
POLICE DEPARTMENT

2900 Dixwell Avenue « Hamden « CT 06518
Telephone (203) 230-4000 « Fax (203) 288-4876
www.hamdenpd.com

Thomas J. Wydra
Chief af Police

June 6, 2014

Michael R. lezzi
Chairman

Hamden Traffic Authority
Town of Hamden

2750 Dixwell Avenue
Hamden, CT 06518

Dear Commissioner lezzi:

Please consider this correspondence to serve as my official recommendation for the
Traffic Authority to approve the traffic calming plan that was submitted by me at the
meeting that was held on May 14, 2014. This plan, which was entered into the official
record, includes the addition of painted crosswalks at the intersections of Thornton
Street with Greenway Street and Wakefield Street, painted shoulder lines on Thornton
Street, and a painted center line on Thornton Street. Attached to this letter is an
electronic communication from Town Planner Leslie Creane that supports this
recommendation.

mc:erely, d, 9
Thomas J. Wydra
Chief of Police

Isa

Attachment



Thomas Wydra

From: Leslie Creane <LCreane@Hamden.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 14, 2014 15:05

To: Thomas Wydra

Cc: Ted Braza

Subject: Thornton St. Intersection Comments
Dear Chief Wydra,

Please convey to the members of the Traffic Authority my concurance with the removal of the stop signs (and associated
no-parking signs), the additon of a cosswalk, painted centerline and painted shoulder designation on Thornton Street, |
also agree that Greenway and Wakefield Streets should keep the existing stop signs, stop bars, the addition of the
crosswalks.

Please fee!l free to contact me if there are any other issues for review.

Leslie Creane, AICP
Town Planner
Hamden, CT



