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HAMDEN BOARD OF TRAFFIC AUTHORITY 

 MILLER LIBRARY COMPLEX  

Wednesday, September 10, 2014 6:00 p.m.  

 

MEETING MINUTES  

 

Commissioners in Attendance:  Mr. Strickland, Ms. Curtis, Mr. Iezzi, Mr. LaTorraca, Ms. Murray 

 

Others in Attendance:  Town Attorney Gruen, Police Chief Wydra, Deputy Police Chief   

 Cappiello, Attorney Gerarde, Acting Clerk Tobin and members of the public 

 

1. Call to order 

Chairman Iezzi called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.  Clerk Tobin called the roll. 

2. Acceptance of the minutes of the meeting of June 11, 2014 

Mr. LaTorracca made a motion to approve the mintues of the June 11, 2014 meeting.  Ms. 

Curtis seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in favor.  

3. Public comments on agenda items   

Mr. Iezi said people are here this evening for an important reason, but only the items noted on the 

agenda can be heard tonight.   There are other issues that have to be rectified quickly.  He and 

Ms. Gruen have been talking for the last two days, and  he is prepared after this meeting to move 

forward with a special meeting if he has to.  The Traffic Authority's responsibility is to oversee 

the traffic – signs, lines, etc.  Because of his concern for the residents of the Woodin Street area, 

this issue will be expedited.  If we have pubic comments on the agenda tonight they need to be 

directed to the agenda items. 

Mr. Iezzi asked for public comments so the Traffic Authority can be more  prepared for the 

special meeting.  He asked that speakers try not to be redundant.   

Ms. Poindexter said she can talk about the letter from the six residents or the letter from 

Christine Burton.  A packet of information was distributed.  Cherlyn Poindexter, lives at 492 

Woodin Street at the corner of Michael Road.  She is here to ask the Traffic Authority to vote 

against the proposals for the driveways and roads opening onto Woodin Street.  She said the State 

of Connecticut Department of Transportation terms Woodin Street an urban minor traffic artery.  

Ms. Poindexter mentioned five cul de sacs off of Woodin Street.  The only outlet for the potential 

traffic is Woodin Street.  The speed limit on Woodin Street is 25 mph, but traffic moves at 40 

mph.  She said 2,170 vehicles per day travel from Woodin Street to Pine Rock Road.  The 

volume is projected to increase 1% per year.  Ms. Poindexter submitted a letter from six Woodin 

Street residents which is attached and marked as Exhibit #1. 

Sherri Roberts, also a resident of Woodin Street referred to New Haven Mayor Toni Harp's 

comments about the Woodin Street fence being an outrage and public health and environmental 

hazard.  Ms. Roberts' memo expresses concerns regarding emergency vehicles.  She said there 

are various ways to get in and out of the new development without using Woodin Street.  She  

also expressed concern about flooding and commmented on available bus routes in the area.  She 

said the roads being open to Hamden only benefit New Haven.  Ms. Roberts' memo is Exhibit 
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#2. 

Joan Howel lives on Furman Road and has questions about expediting the process.  She said 

there are currently two or three petitions.  The petitions are requesting speed bumps and should 

be submitted to the Traffic Department.  People are zipping through Furman, Thomas and Lawler 

looking for shortcuts.   Ms. Howel asked when were the bridges were built and are they the 

responsibility of the Traffic Authority.  She has sat in at several meetings and wondered what 

happened to the improvements that New Haven went on record to say they are going to do. 

Sandy Overlock from Mueller Drive said this is a rural neighborhood.  She doesn't want to see it 

look like Dixwell Avenue.   

Maria Negron of 20 Fawn Ridge read her comments which are attached as exhibit #3.  Ms. 

Negron mentioned a blacktop path has been built for people to walk to and from the development 

to Woodin Street, but she said, there are no sidewalks on Woodin.  Ms.  Neron's memo listed 

questions about Traffic Authority members inpecting the area; the Authority's schedule to review 

New Haven's permit request and plans;  proposed improvements to be made by New Haven and 

the fact that the new permit request only addresses stop signs; traffic studies;liability regarding 

pedestrians, bicyclists and automobile accidents.    

Richard Baber, of First Mile Race Management said he is here on behalf of the Spring Glen PTA 

and is here to address their road race proposal.   

Christine Burton, of Thorpe Drive is concerned about traffic and increased costs to the Town and 

asked how the new roads and driveways will be of benefit to the Town of Hamden.  She also 

mentioned bridge repairs and wondered if the proposed police temporary substation will become 

permanent and would new officers be hired or would existing officers be used.  She also 

expressed concerns about municipal services, road repairs, protecting brooks and waterways, and 

emergecy response to the proposed New Haven homes with drivways on Woodin Street.   

Joe Myjack of Woodin Street at the corner of Belden said the traffic speeds in this neighborhood 

are much too fast.  He didn't mind them removing the fence.  He feels they are asking for trouble.  

To see how the traffic is in the area, Board members should see it early in the morning between 

7:30 to 8:30 and again before noon, and again at 5:00 when this street becomes a highway.  He 

isn't against the people that want to live there, he just objects to all of these driveways coming 

onto Woodin Street.    

Joan Howel of Furman Road sat in at a meeting with New Haven Housing authority and New 

Haven Engineers.  There was discussion regarding turning the houses around so the back yards 

would face Woodin Street instead of the fronts facing Woodin.  She said that would have made  

things fine. 

Christine Burton said she received  a letter regarding work going on at Ribbicoff cottages.  She 

was told there is a backup plan so the driveways would not exit to Woodin Street.   

Gary Prestash is concerned about the stop signs at Rocky Top.  His question has to do with right 

of way issues.  Mr. Prestash said the car turning doesn't have the ROW.  People coming up from 

Sherman Avenue think they have the ROW, when the cars going straight on Shepard have the 

have the right of way.   

Mr. Iezzi said there are two items on the agenda that we are going to discuss, but people will be 
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kept updated and they will be made aware of the next meeting of the Traffic Authority.   

Mike Gentile of  Maryknoll Road asked how residents will be made aware of the meeting.  Mr. 

Iezzi said it will be posted on the Traffic Authority's website as soon as the date is known.   

4. Department Report  

 a. Review of Department Activity  

 b. Review of Site Plans – There were no site plans provided at this time.  

 c. Correspondence - Thank you letters from and to various agencies and to Officers  

 and residents. 

 

Chief Wydra commented on the reports.  He said the Traffic Department focused on line painting 

this summer and mentioned several streets.  ADA curb cuts were made on Thornton Street, and 

along with the line painting support each other.  

 

Regarding Ridge and Haverford Streets, he and Mayor Jackson met with some community 

stakeholders.  This intersection has been the site of too many serious accidents over the years.  It 

is their intention to consider the installation of permanent speed monitoring equipment, which 

will give the Police Department a daily snapshot for the purpose of slowing speed.  The purpose 

of the onsite meeting was dialog and to allow the stakeholders input as to the location of the 

devices.  This will come to the Traffic Authority in the near future for conversation.   

 

Chief Wydra confers with the Town Planner and Assistant Town Planner regarding site plans that 

come through his office.  None have had any significant impact on traffic. 

 5  Old Business  

Request for Handicapped Parking sign, Lori Bogue, 15 Duane Road - from June meeting  

Chief Wydra said this appplication was filled out appropriately and is  consistent with others 

approved by this body.  Chief Wydra recommends that the Traffic Authority consider approving  

this application.   

Mr. LaTorraca made a motion to approve the request for handicapped parking sign for 

Lori Bogue at 15 Duane Road.  Mr. Strickland seconded the motion.  The vote was 

unanimous in favor.   

6. New Business  

 a.  Request for Handicapped Parking sign, Henry Carrone, 31 Quaker Road    

 

Chief Wydra said this application was appropriately completed.  Mr. Carrone's permit is still 

active and valid.  Chief Wydra recommended this application be approved in keeping with the 

recent history of this body.  

 

Ms. Curtis made a motion to approve the request for handicpaped parking sign for Henry 

Carrone at 31 Quaker Road.  Mr. LaTorraca seconded the motion.  The vote was 

unanimous in favor.   
 

 b.  Request for Handicapped Parking sign, Muriel Messercola, 21 Turner Ave.  

 

Chief Wydra said this request is supported by a document delivered to the Police Department by 
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Clelian Adult Day Center, which provides transportation for the resident of 21 Turner Avenue, 

but there is no handicapped permit attached.  Based on the transportation need, Connecticut 

General Statutes alllow for this request being approved without a handicapped permit, because 

this is a similar to an ambulance.  

 

Ms. Curtis made a motion to approve the request for handicapped parking  sign for Muriel 

Messercola at 21 Turner Avenue.  Mr. LaTorraca seconded the motion.  The vote was 

unanimous in favor.   
 

c. Request for approval of road race, The Firs Mile Race Management, April 19, 

2015 

 

Chief Wydra said the suggested route of the road race touches Whitney Avenue, a state highway, 

and must be approved by the Office of the State Traffic Administration in addition to local 

approval.  Chief Wydra asked if another route might be considered so we don't touch a state road.  

Chief Wydra recommended this item be tabled until he and Mr. Baber could meet to discuss an 

optional route.   

 

Ms. Curtis made a motion to table the request for approval of the road race.  Mr. 

Strickland seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in favor.   

 

      d. Letter from Henry Lyon with concerns and a recommendation for Rocky Top  

 Road 

 

Ms. Curtis asked if we have done a traffic study in the area Mr. Lyon refers to.  Chief Wydra said 

Mr. Lyons served Hamden as Hamden police officer for over 40 years, so his view on this has 

some credibility.    Ms. Curtis said she and her husband were there yesterday.  There are several 

stop signs there.  Mr. Lyon references a blind intersection.  Chief Wydra said line of site and 

obstructed view are reasons to consider placing a stop sign there.  Chief Wydra asked the Traffic 

Authority to table this item to next month.     

 

Ms. Curtis made a motion to table Mr. Lyon's request to the October meeting of the Traffic 

Authority.  Mr. LaTorraca seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor.   
 

 e.  Letter from six (6) residents of Woodin Street area requesting status of construction  

 of roads from New Haven onto Woodin Street  

 

Mr. Iezzi offered to review the letter and asked Chief Wydra for comments. 

 

 f. Letter from Christine Burton concerning Woodin Street asking questions about  

 financial responsibilities and the benefits to Hamden  

 

Chief Wydra felt the information presented was very useful, and he feels it is important that 

Woodin Street area residents are heard from and that the dialog continue now and into the future.  

As the use of the road develops we need to hear from the residents long term.  We have to review 

the information and absorb it and then make responsible decisions.  Mr. Iezzi felt that is an 

excellent appproach to this situation.  Ms. Roberts asked the commission to consider its affect on 

Hamden neighborhoods and said no Hamden residents should be burdened by extra costs.  Mr. 

Iezzi said the Board is all feeling the concerns.  Ms. Poindexter said our concerns will be 

reflected in the taxes on the whole town of Hamden, signal lights, sidewalk issues, accidents and 
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liability.  The City of New Haven and SCSU want those roads opened.  The residents that are 

here are here for the whole town of Hamden not just their neighborhood and they are not going 

away.  They are here for the duration.    

 

8.  Attorney Tom Gerarde is in attendance and has correspondence and a memo he would 

like to discuss with the Board before adjournment.   

Chairman Iezzi asked for a motion to add Attorney Gerarde and the correspondence and 

memo to the agenda with a two thirds vote.  Mr. Strickland so moved and Ms. Curtis 

seconded.  The vote was unanimous in favor.   

Ms. Murray made a motion to go into executive session for the purpose of discussion with 

Attorney Gerarde.  Mr. Strickland seconed the motion.  The vote was unanimous in favor.  

The Board went into executive session at 6:57 p.m. 

At 7:30 p.m. Mr. LaTorraca made a motion to come out of executive session.  Ms. Murray 

seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in favor.   

The meeting resumed at 7:30 p.m. 

During the executive session commissioners had discussions with our attorneys.  A copy of the 

law regulating this Board was requested.   

Chairman Iezzi explained that the Board has not seen New Haven's presentation to date.  They 

want to review, absorb and understand the material.  The Board has to follow the law.  The 

Board's responsibility is any Hamden road, not state roads, regarding signs, lines, speed bumps, 

etc.   The bridge is a state bridge.  The questions were food for thought and he wants to have 

answers at the next meeting,  Chief Wydra will make recommendations on signs and lines, etc., 

but the Board will make determinations.  The Traffic Authority wants to make anyone happy but 

can't  break the laws 

Attorney Gerard listened to the comments and knows how strongly the residents feel.  He wants 

people to understnd the jurisdiction of this Authority.  Signs and lines have been mentioned, 

bumps too, and those are all in the purview of this group.  This Board does not have the authority 

to not allow the streets to connect.  The Engineering Department is responsible for that.  An 

Engineering Permit will be required.  There will be presentations on what the traffic study shows, 

what the sight lines will be, etc.  Recommendations will also be made by the town engineer.  

Quality of life issues were mentioned.  Attorney Gerarde explained that people don't have the 

right to tell their neighbors that they can't build on their property.   

Mr. Mednick is doing a title search of the land to see if any portion of the land belongs to 

Hamden.  Attorney Gerarde said the title search doesn't guarantee that the lines are where they 

are, the A-2 survey does that.  Ms. Burton said there are question about the legitimacy of the A-2 

survey because of missing or broken markers.  They also brought up the traffic study.  Mr. Iezzi 

said at the next meeting he wants the town engineer to be there along with Attorney Gerarde.  

Mr. Iezzi. 

The purview of this body will be put on the web site for the residents to see.  Attorney Gruen 

said ther office will scan the application information and post on line, but it will be hard to read 
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the maps.  A packet of information was given to Ms. Poindexter.   

Chief Wydra said the state inspects all bridges, but the Town is responsible for repairs.   The 

Hamden Engineering Department takes the lead for bridge maintenance and repair, so those 

questions should be asked of the engineer.  Ms. Poindexter mentioned that Tom Vocelli of Inland 

Wetlands sent a letter to the New Haven Attorney stating that that a di minimus wetlands 

application should be submitted.  That has not happened to date.   

Mr. Iezzi said this group will hear a recommendation from the town engineer.  They will hear 

from Chief Wydra as to signs, lines, devices, etc. The Traffic Authority makes a recommendation 

to the state regarding traffic lights.  The New Haven attorney and engineer might be in 

attendance.   

Attendees thanked authority for hearing their concerns. 

9. Adjournment 

Mr. Strickland made a motion to adjourn.  Ms. Murray seconded the motion.  The vote was 

unanimous in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 

 

 

Submitted by:   _______________________________ 

     Acting Clerk Gerry Tobin 

      

 


