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HAMDEN BOARD OF TRAFFIC AUTHORITY 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

NOVEMBER 12, 2014 

 

Attending: Raeann Curtis, Robert LaTorraca, Betty Murray, Mitchell Strickland, 

Police Chief Wydra  

 

Absent: Michael Iezzi, Town Attorney Sue Gruen, Deputy Chief Cappiello 

 

Call to Order 

Vice Chairman LaTorraca called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

Vice Chairman LaTorraca entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of 

October 8, 2014.  Mr. Strickland motioned to approve the minutes of October 8, 2014 

seconded by Ms. Curtis.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Public Comments on Agenda Items 
Ms. Cynthia Civitello, 61 Berkley Court – Ms. Civitillo wanted to let the Commission 

know that she agrees with Ms. Charron who presented a  letter to the Commission at last 

month’s meeting regarding West Woods Road and how dangerous the road is.  She also 

stated that Mr. Prestash requested she pass on to Chief Wydra that he feels confident the 

Chief will come up with a solution for the exiting problem on Rocky Top Road. 

Teresa Charron, 215 West Woods Road – Ms. Charron is here for the results of the 

research by Chief Wydra and possible recommendations for West Woods Road.  

Mr. Shawn Persinger, 18 Eleanor St. - Mr. Persinger submitted a letter regarding the 

speed of traffic on Eleanor Street along with suggestions to help reduce  the speeding 

problem and signatures of the residents.  Chief Wydra will address this and Pr. Persinger 

will address the Commission when the item comes up under New Business. 

  

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
a. Review of department activity – Chief Wydra advised the Commission that 

they have been focused on paving with the Public Works Dept.  The work has 

started on cleaning and repairing the Bus shelters in town. 

b. Site Plans – Chief Wydra reported that at this time there are no site plans that 

the Commission needs to have input on. 

c. Correspondence – none at this time. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS  

a. Rocky Top Road continued from October 8, 2014 – Chief Wydra provided the 

Commission with a draft of proposed painting and signage.  Mr. Brazza has 

visited the site and Chief Wydra will be meeting with Mr. Lyon.  Chief Wydra 

would like the Commission to review the proposed plan (he will be sending 

complete information and drawings) on the project for a decision at the 

December 10, 2014 meeting.  Mr. Strickland motioned to table this item for 
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the December 2014 meeting to make a decision after reviewing the materials 

provided to the Commission by Chief Wydra, seconded by Ms. Murray.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 
b. West Woods Road continued rom the October 8, 2014 meeting – Chief Wydra 

reported that his research shows that speed monitoring done two years ago 

show the speed limit of 25mph and that 85% of the traffic doing 38mph.  

Recent monitoring October 2014 shows the speed lower but at 30mph from 

the previous 38mph.  Ms. Curtis inquired if cameras can be installed and 

Chief Wydra advised the Commission that the State is not on board with 

cameras.  On one recent day enforcement issued 6 tickets.  The question of 

moving the mail boxes for those who have to cross the road was raised and 

Ms. Charron stated she has been in touch with the Postmaster and is waiting 

for a response. Chief Wydra would like the Commission to review the 

proposed plan (he will be sending complete information and drawings) on the 

project for a decision at the December 10, 2014 meeting. Ms. Curtis motioned 

to table this item for the December 2014 meeting to make a decision after 

reviewing the materials provided to the Commission by Chief Wdra, seconded 

by Ms. Murray. The motion carried unanimously. 

c. Woodin Street – commentary only – there is no additional information at this 

time.   

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

a. High Speed problem on Eleanor St. letter from Shawn Persinger – Mr. 

Persinger addressed the Commission at this time.  This is a cut through street 

that intersects at a triangle.  There is a Stop sign but rarely adhered to by 

drivers.  His letter suggests a repainting of the double yellow line, “Slow” be 

painted in the street and “Stop”  be painted at Eleanor Street and Cherry Hill 

Road. Some other suggestions are a new speed sign which is currently hidden 

by an overgrown tree, a hidden driveway sign, a “Slow Children” sign, a 

speed hump and possibly changing the street to a “One Way.”  Mr. Peter 

Ferrucci, 23 Eleanor St. noted there is a guard rail that has been replaced due 

to accidents from speeding.  Chief Wydra has reviewed the list of suggestions 

and would like to do enforcement and review the past history of the section 

and would like to return with this information for the December 10, 2014 

meeting.  Mr. Strickland motioned to table this item for the December 2014 

meeting for the Chief to return with information to make a decision on 

possible changes for the area, seconded by Ms. Murray.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 
b. Request for road closure for remediation and renovation Rochford Field - Mr. 

Dale Kroop, Executive Director, Hamden Economic Development 

Corporation addressed the Commission and provided drawings and a copy of 

a draft of a neighborhood newsletter outlining the work to be done.  This will 

be a project through June 2015 and Winchester Ave. between Mill Rock Road 

and Newberry Street will be closed.  The CT Transit will be rerouting buses 

and there will be little impact on the residents.  A number of meetings took 
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place to arrive at this plan.  There will be a construction trailer on site and all 

materials and waste will be contained on the site.  Chief Wydra supports this 

project.  Mr. Strickland motioned to approve the Remediation and Renovation 

of Rochford Field as described by Mr. Kroop, seconded by Ms. Curtis.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 
 

    

ADJOURNMENT 

At 6:42 p.m. Mr. Strickland motioned to adjourn, seconded by Ms. Curtis.  The motion 

carried unanimously.  
 

The next meeting will be Wednesday December 10, 2014 in the Activity Room at the 

Miller Library Complex  6:00 p.m. 
 

Recorded by, 

 
Catherine E. Gempka 

Commission Clerk 


