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 Mayor Curt Balzano Leng is very pleased to announce that Standard & 

Poor's (S&P) Global has re-affirmed Hamdenôs ñA+ò long-term rating, with a 

stable outlook, on the Townôs 2017A refunding bonds and series 2017B general 

obligation bonds. In addition, they've also affirmed their ñA+ò rating on debt 

outstanding. Also, S&P Global has assigned its ñSP+1ò short-term rating to the 

bond notes ï the highest possible short term rating. 

 In reflection of Hamdenôs short-term rating, S&P Globalôs June 2017 

ratings report notes: ñIn our view, Hamden maintains a very strong capacity to 

pay principal and interest when the notes come due. The town maintains a mar-

ket risk profile that we find low. Officials plan to use series A bond proceeds to 

refund series 2011A, 2012, 2014A, and 2015B debt for present value savings. 

Series B and BAN proceeds will be used for various capital projects, including 

bridge and school repairs. 

 Hamdenôs long-term rating of ñA+ò is similarly based on number of dif-

ferent factors ranging from the status of Hamdenôs economy (rated STRONG by 

S&P Global) to Hamdenôs financial management, budgetary performance, budg-

etary flexibility, liquidity, debt liability, and institutional framework score. S&P 

Global notes that, ñWe believe the town's budgetary performance and flexibility 

will remain stable given management's demonstrated willingness and ability to 

make the necessary revenue and expenditure adjustments. For these reasons, we 

do not expect to change the rating in the next two years. 

 Commenting on the recent affirmation of Hamdenôs ñA+ò and ñSP+1ò 

ratings, Mayor Curt Balzano Leng said, ñThis administration has worked very 

hard to ensure that Hamden is maintaining or improving short and long-term 

bond ratings. These ratings allow the Town to achieve better interest rates that 

save taxpayers real money.  We will continue strengthening and securing Ham-

denôs financial future, responsibly managing and balancing our budgets, improv-

ing our commercial sectors and grand list and stabilizing the Townôs tax rate. 

This work is essential to everything we do as a government and it means a great 

deal to have our work verified by independent Rating agency analysis.ò 
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 Welcome back to the ñMayorôs Cornerò. I want to focus on how Hamden 

has successfully implemented a significantly enhanced community policing and 

outreach effort and strategy. A primary goal of my administration from day one 

was to bolster and enhance the ways in which Hamdenôs Police Department and 

our hard working Officers meet and improve upon the safety needs of our Town 

and our neighborhoods.  

 

I'm very proud to report, that in the past two years, Hamden's community policing 

efforts have expanded dramatically; we've launched the first walking beats in 

Town in decades and have expanded our Bike Patrol units, which interact with our 

residents, to more than 10 regularly traveled areas starting this summer.  

 

I am so proud of our Police Department - each of Hamdenôs police officers now wearing body cameras 

during all law enforcement situations, (as evidenced by one of Hamdenôs very own Officers going 

ñviralò earlier this year after saving a resident from a potentially fatal scenario). Other communities 

have resisted this change, but our outstanding men and women in blue embraced it as a protection to 

our officers and our residents. Hamden has continued to be a CT, and even National leader, in this area.  
  

 Letôs also take a moment to detail some specifics of our Town's expanded Police Bike Patrol 

Routes, which now cover neighborhoods and key locations throughout Town. These patrols are active 

in the Highwood, Whitneyville, State Street, Woodin Street, Spring Glen, Hamden Plains, the Farming-

ton Canal and more - with additional patrols in the Hamden Mart and Hamden Plaza area. In total, the 

Hamden Police Department has assigned approximately 35 Officers to the Bicycle Patrol Unit. All of 

these routes are available for public viewing at www.hamden.com/bikepatrols - take a look, I think 

you'll be impressed.  
  

           These additional tools, policies, and patrols directly create a better, more personal relationship 

between our Officers and our communities, while also working toward enhanced protection for all.  

 

              Hamden is so very fortunate to have a progressive and community focused Police Chief in 

Chief Thomas Wydra. His tireless and selfless service to our Town, our residents, our Officers and our 

overall safety - are nothing short of exemplary. I am so very thankful for his dedication and continued 

service to our great Town. Chief Wydra was recently appointed to the CT POST COUNCIL, where he 

will be tasked with overseeing police training and setting the very standards all municipal departments 

must meet to gain accreditation.  You will do a fantastic job, Chief! 
  

 As always, I thank you all for reading and hope you have enjoyed this brief update. Keep an eye 

out for updates, events, programs, and new announcements from the Town on our website: 

www.hamden.com and make sure to stay tuned to our Social Media Channels for day-to-day reminders 

and updates!  

         Best Wishes,  

         Mayor Curt Balzano Leng 

http://www.hamden.com/bikepatrols
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Hamden Maintains Summer Youth Employment 
and Training Program  

 

   Mayor Curt Balzano Leng is pleased to announce 

that the Town of Hamden will fund the Summer Youth 

Employment and Training Program. This program will 

place 50 low-income youth in jobs throughout the summer 

months. Due to the budget impasse in Hartford, state fund-

ing for summer youth employment has been eliminated at 

this time. Historically, Hamden has hired up to 70 youth 

workers with the state grant. Mayor Leng has made it clear 

that he values the importance of this program and how it 

helps not only the participating teens and their families, but 

also the community and local economy. This valuable pro-

gram provides work opportunities to economically disad-

vantaged youth and/or youth that receive special education 

services. Fifty Hamden teens will work approximately fifteen hours per week for four weeks, and will 

be paid the state minimum wage. Youth will be placed in municipal, non-profit, and for-profit organiza-

tions and businesses. 

 This program is one of the most essential and impactful youth programs offered in Hamden.  At 

the most basic level it provides an opportunity to earn a paycheck for teens that come from low income 

families.  More importantly, it provides youth with work experience and job skills that will help them in 

their future careers, in school, and in life. Hamdenôs summer youth workers learn and grow a great deal 

over just a few weeks. Prior to their job placement, they learn how to complete an application, partici-

pate in a job interview, learn about the hiring process, and attend an orientation. During the employ-

ment phase, they work with a site supervisor and an experienced and mature job coach. They receive 

the support and feedback necessary to be successful. 

 Developing a workforce is essential to a robust and healthy economy, and summer youth em-

ployment and training is an important component of preparing future workers.  The Town of Hamden is 

committed to helping our families in need, and we ask that the State of Connecticut fully fund the Sum-

mer Youth Employment Program when a budget is passed. 

 Commenting on Hamdenôs plans to fund the program, Mayor Leng said, ñIt is critically im-

portant that our local youth are not left behind due to the Stateôs budget chaos. This program allows 

Hamdenôs teens and young adults to hold down a solid job throughout the summer months, while also 

gaining the skills, knowledge, and experience they will need to succeed in other careers and employ-

ment opportunities down the road. Hamden will be working to continue this program in our own 

way, and I look forward to the many positives it brings to our young men and women.ò 
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Hamden Hosts  
National Night Out, Aug. 1st 
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National Night Out  
(Sponsors & Exhibitors) 
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The Town of Hamden is once again gearing 

up to host our  4th Annual ñDessert Festivalò 

and Summer Movie Series!  

 

Join us on Friday, August 4th, as Dessert Fest 

IV returns to the Park, along with a showing 

of Zootopia on the giant screen. Weôll feature 

food, with a focus on desserts, starting at 6:00 

pm, along with a Kids Dance Party hosted by 

DJ Bry. The movie will start shortly after 

8:15pm (as soon as it dark enough). 

 

Youôll have the time of your life on Friday, 

August 11 as the classic Dirty Dancing is 

shown. 

 

On Friday, August 18, get ready to roll on down Route 66 to Radiator Springs and enjoy the  

Pixar classic Cars. 

 

For our last Friday in August, we will bring out the big screen and reconfigure the park drive-in style! 

Drive up and enjoy Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade on August 25 from the comfort of your car if 

you wish. I you prefer to watch from a chair or a blanket,  

there will plenty of traditional seating space as well. 

 

Movies start at as close to 8pm as sundown allows.  

Bring a picnic or support our great vendors. 

See you in the park! 
 

 


